


Order of Service
SELECTION Mt. Olivet Baptist Church Choir

Celebration of Life 12:00pm

Old Testament Scripture Eccl. 3:1-8  Rev. Thomas Staten (Grandson) 

New Testament Scripture II Cor. 5:1-9 Pastor Grant Watkins

PRAYER Dr. Everett N. Jennings Sr.

SELECTION I’m Bound for Mt. Zion Mt. Olivet Baptist Church Choir     

WORDS OF COMFORT Designated Minister

SOLO Felecia Jennings

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

& OBITUARY

SOLO Never Would Have Made It Tony Shaw  

EULOGY Pastor George T. Brooks Jr.

SELECTION Soon & Very Soon Mt. Olivet Baptist Church Choir 

I’ll Fly Away

RECESSIONAL

Celebration of Life for:  Mother Frances Amanda Watkins
Presider: Bishop-Designate Dr. James A. Jennings  Jr.

Obituary
Mother Frances Amanda Watkins

Frances Amanda Holder was born in Hendersonville, Tennessee on January 3, 1913, to the loving parents,

Bradford and Florida Holder.  She departed this life, Wednesday, February 20, 2008, peacefully and quietly in her

home, comforted by her family.  She was the second of twelve brothers and sisters.  There were six brothers, Loyd,

Bradford, Robert, Andrew, Clarence, Frank; and one sister, Clara Mason Holder, all of them preceded her in death.  

At the age of twelve, Frances accepted Jesus Christ as her savior and was baptized at St. John Missionary Baptist

Church. She later united with Mt. Olivet Missionary Baptist Church.  She sang with the Mt. Olivet Senior Choir.

She served the church as a mother.  She held distinction as the church’s oldest mother, as well as the oldest citi-

zen of the Mt. Olivet Community.  She was a member of Charity Lodge Number 2.

Mother Watkins was educated in the Sumner County Public School System.  She attended Tennessee A & I

(Tennessee State University) majoring in Culinary Arts.  Mother Watkins was employed with the Sumner County

Public School System as a dietician while at the same time, holding a full time position at Armstrong Rubber Plant.  

Frances married Andrew Hudson (deceased).  To this union, five children were born.  Three sons, Clarence,

Richard, and Bradford preceded her in death.  She later married Horace G. Watkins and to this union, one daughter,

Helen was born.  Mother Watkins spent her life dedicated to God, her church and her family.  Her love for cooking

and her love for people allowed her to enter the lives and homes of the rich and famous and to those who needed

her.  In addition to the children she gave birth to, she raised and assisted in raising many other children. She was

lovingly known as “Granny.”

Mother Watkins retired from public work at the tender age of ninety-one years old; but she never stopped working.

She was strong and full of days until the end.

Mother Watkins leaves to mourn her passing, one son, Herman B. Hudson (Lucille), Nashville, TN; two daughters,

Nellie Hudson, Hendersonville, TN and Helen (James) Jennings, Detroit, MI; four sisters, Rosie Adams,

Indianapolis, IN, Catherine (James) Talley and Ida (Edmond) Buck, Hendersonville, TN and Lula Latimer, Little

Rock, AR; one brother-in-law, Charlie Reuben Watkins, Detroit, MI and a vast host of grandchildren, great grand-

children, nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.



My Change Of Address

Dear Family and Friends;

I want you to know I have moved. I received a call from God, the Chief Architect, who
informed me that my new house is ready and I can move immediately. I just didn’t have time
to give notice. You all know that I have been sending up bricks and timber in my own way,
packing up a little at a time, getting ready to go, but there were so many things to do. I also
had to wait for Him to let me know when He had finished because some of my bricks and tim-
ber did not meet His strict building code.

Well, my new house is finished and it’s such a beautiful sight to behold. It’s located in an
exclusive estate area and it’s behind beautiful pearly gates, just off a serene celestial shore. Of
course the streets are paved with gold. There is no sun or moon because Jesus, the Lamb, is
the light. The water here is crystal clear and the fruit from the trees has healed me. Everyday
here is Sunday, I’ve been told. 

There is peace, joy and happiness here with no pain or cares of the world to bear. No strife or
discontent, there’s only sweet serenity everywhere. I want to go exploring around my new
home, but I have to get fitted for my wings. Let me give you my new address because I highly
recommend that you make plans to live here too.

Address 
Mother Frances Amanda Watkins
12 Gates To The City Avenue
New Jerusalem, Heaven

Oh yes, let me tell you this family and friends. I don’t have a telephone, but just call God. 
If you don’t have His number, He is listed in the good book on every page. Contact Him!
Call from your heart.

Love and Blessings Until We Meet Again,

Mother Frances      

Loving Tributes
I’m Free 

Please do not grieve for me, for now I’m free
I’m following the path God laid out for me. 

I took His hand when I heard Him call
I turned my back and left it all.

I could not stay another day
To laugh, to love, to work or play.

Tasks left undone must stay that way
I have found peace at the close of the day.

If  my parting has left a void 
Then fill it with remembered joys.

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,
Oh yes, these things I too, will miss.

Be burdened not with time of sorrow.
I wish you sunshine for each tomorrow.

My life’s been full, I savored much. 
Good friends, good times, 

A loved-one’s touch.

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief.
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief.
Lift up your hearts and peace to thee,
God wanted me now, He Set Me Free.



Cherished Moments
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The family wishes to acknowledge with deep appreciation the many comforting messages, prayers, flowers and
any other expressions of kindness evidenced at this time in thought and deed. Special thanks to physicians

and staff of Hendersonville Medical Center and Alive Hospice and to each individual who gave his or her time
and attention to keep Mother comfortable, especially Beverly, Ida, Faye, and Louise. 




